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Letter from the President
Recession. Foreclosure. Unemployment. Homelessness. These are the headlines that the public reads in 2010 and it is the reality of our current economic environment as we open this year’s Georgia Sociological Association (GSA) conference. These issues were foremost on my mind when I became President of the GSA last year. Feeling the social problems first-hand through family losses related to our current state of society and professionally through ethnographic research on the field and seeing the effects of economic losses among the most vulnerable, I was tempted to focus on the social problems flooding our landscape like a metaphorical tsunami. So why did I choose a theme that skirted the current social issues at our doorstep and include terms that some consider trendy? I knew that the topics of health, justice, and sustainability address the concerns that would attract speakers, members, and guests to our conference in a united theme. I welcome you to the 2010 conference and encourage you to reflect on these topics as you attend the presentations and participate in the workshops developed to examine, explore and offer solutions to our current social problems. 

Health: The primacy of health as a social issue is hard to ignore in Decatur due to the proximity of the Centers of Disease Control (CDC) in DeKalb County. To better inform academics who study current health issues, we invited keynote speaker Carol Pierannunzi, Senior Survey Methodologist in the Public Health Surveillance Program Office at CDC. Her plenary on using CDC data to measure healthy communities will surely interest the quantitative analysts among our members and offer a clear and unambiguous understanding of what the “Healthy People 2010 Initiative” means for sociologists and community citizens. Other presentations focused on health issues in sociology include current findings on health disparities in Georgia and quality care in nursing homes.

Justice: Justice and injustice is painfully epitomized in research among our growing population of poor and vulnerable populations and illustrated in presentations that offer different perspectives. This year’s presenters examine justice under a sociological lens, including discrimination in Georgia technical colleges, racial attitudes among students, the lives of marginalized drug users, and the unintended consequences of anti-violence acts. One panel on morality and another panel on Islam are indirectly associated with justice issues as well.

Sustainable: Although not typically used this way, sustainability can have positive as well as negative connation, depending on what is being sustained. With a dual meaning of sustainability in mind, presentation topics include community and attachment, a critical look at migration patterns affected by policy, the link between homelessness and crime, and the effect of bank failures on communities. These presentations on social problems inform us of what direction to take in the future to better ensure a sustainable community that is healthy and just for all its members.

Finally, the long-awaited publication of Life upon the Wicked Stage: A Sociologist’s Look at People in Show Business, written by our own venerable Jacqueline Boles, known by most of her admirers as Jackie, arrived just on time for this conference. I invite you to attend the meet the author session and enjoy what is sure to be lively discussion. 

I heartily welcome you all—professors, students, and guests. Let the show begin!
GSA Plenary Keynote Speaker

Carol Pierannunzi, Ph.D.
Senior Survey Methodologist

Office of Surveillance, Epidemiology, and Laboratory Services

Public Health Surveillance Program Office

Division of Behavioral Surveillance

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

 Friday 10:30 am

Dr. Carol Pierannunzi is team leader for the Methods and Research Team of the Division of Behavioral Surveillance at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Professor Emeritus of Political Science and International Affairs at Kennesaw State University. She received her Ph.D. in 1989 from the University of Georgia. She has taught research methods and public policy at Kennesaw State University, UGA, Emory University, GSU, and Berry College. From 2000 through 2009 she was Director of the A.L. Burruss Institute of Public Service at Kennesaw State, where she was principal investigator on over $8 million in grants and contracts. Her research focuses on public policy at the state and local level as well as research methods. She is the author of over twenty articles, three books and numerous government reports.

2009-2010 Officers and Executive Committee
President: Miriam Boeri, Kennesaw State University

Vice President: Kathy Dolan, North Georgia College & State University

President Elect: Donald Gregory, Reinhardt University

Past President: Michael Hodge, Morehouse College
Treasurer: Philip Thomas

Parliamentarian: Kevin Demmitt, Clayton State University

Members at Large
Professional Development: Mansa Bilal Mark King, Morehouse College

Research: Linda Treiber, Kennesaw State University

Teaching: Michallene McDaniel, Gainesville State College

Publications
Semaphore Editor: Anne Borden, Morehouse College

Journal Editor: Mel Fein, Kennesaw State University

Program Chair: Kathy Dolan, North Georgia College & State University
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Georgia Sociological Association’s

SOCIOLOGIST OF THE YEAR

2010

Claire Sterk is the Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs at Emory University and the Charles Howard Candler Professor of Public Health at Rollins School of Public Health. She also holds appointments in the Department of Anthropology, Sociology and Women’s Studies at Emory University. Beyond these extensive commitments and substantial responsibilities, Dr. Sterk continues her research on HIV/AIDS prevention, with a focus on women’s issues, health disparities, and community based interventions. She also finds time to serve on editorial boards and is a member of the National Advisory Council to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, National Institutes of Health. She has published more than 100 journal articles and chapters, as well as three books based on her ethnographic research on drug user environments. Dr. Sterk epitomizes all three aspects of this year’s conference theme on “Healthy, Just, and Sustainable Communities.” 

    Meet the Author: Jackie Boles, 3pm Friday 
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From publisher: Show business is a multimillion dollar business, and its celebrities and sports figures are the most famous people on earth. Yet, most entertainers are neither rich nor famous. In Life upon the Wicked Stage, author Jacqueline Boles provides an academic portrait of live performers and offers insight into their unique world.

Based on the biographies and autobiographies of one hundred and seventeen American show people, Life upon the Wicked Stage delves into the lives of entertainers-musicians, singers, dancers, comics, and variety artists. This sociological study first shares the history of show business from its beginnings to present-day, where the public's fascination with entertainers and celebrities is avid. Then, Boles analyzes the entertainers and their family backgrounds, investigates their reasons for choosing entertainment, and explores their career patterns. This study also shows the affects that show business has on family and relationships, and it discusses the costs and rewards of life as a performer.

Life upon the Wicked Stage illustrates that live entertainment has changed dramatically over the last one hundred and fifty years while remaining remarkably unchanged. Boles communicates that the show must go on. 
Hans Mauksch Teaching Workshop
Effectively Teaching the Three Theoretical Perspectives to Introductory Sociology Students
“The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function.” 

— F. Scott Fitzgerald, 1936 
It’s a dirty little secret: one of the most important topics in Introductory Sociology is also the most difficult to teach to intro-level students. How do we teach students to view an issue from multiple theoretical perspectives at once? How many of us dread this day of the course? How many of us skip over it? We’re looking for good ideas! 
Bring your best techniques, tricks, examples, handouts (or your frustrations), and let’s learn from each other! 
Please join us for this informal workshop! Saturday 8:15 am.

Michallene McDaniel: Organizer and Moderator 
Email: mmcdaniel@gsc.edu. 

Program Schedule
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2:00 Executive Committee Meeting- Mary Gay C

3:00-6:00 Registration
*Announcement and messages can be left at the registration desk.

*Tickets for Luncheon and Fernbank Martini and Imax Event can be purchased up until the time                             of the event at the registration desk, based on availability.

*Times for when the desk will be staffed will be posted at desk.

Session 1- Mary Gay C
Moderator: Donald Gregory, Reinhardt University
Language and Speech Patterns as Social Barriers

Susanna Sierra, University of West Georgia

Email:  ssierra1@my.westga.edu

Speech forms that deviate from the standard form of English are stigmatized and perpetuate inequality by acting as social barriers. Deviations from Standard English can hinder a person's ability to obtain a job, housing, and upward mobility on the ladder of social class. A major variable of social class is education level; speech patterns allow for assumptions regarding level of education to be made, perpetuating classism and inequality among members of society.

From the Old to the New: A Genealogical Look at Middle Class Occupational and Structural Mobility
Albert E. McCormick, Jr., M2 Research and Consulting

Email: amccormick919@comcast.net
This investigation traced occupations pursued by six generations of related families, from colonial times to the early 1900s. The first three agrarian generations were comprised of "old" middle class farmers, professionals, and proprietors. "New" industrial-age middle class positions appeared with the fourth generation and dominated by the sixth. This structural mobility was overwhelmingly horizontal. Peculiarities of old middle class occupational pursuits and the effect of industrialization on female employment are also examined.
Negotiating the Lines of Contention: Counterframing and Boundary-work in the School of the Americas Debate

Selina Gallo-Cruz, Emory University

Email:  scruzch@emory.edu

In my in-depth examination of the ongoing debate between protesters and officials of the former School of the Americas, I identify a form of counterframing which agrees with and embraces the moral alternatives implicit in their accusers’ claims. I explain that in the movement to close the School of the Americas, protesters’ claims have served as moral boundaries against which the targeted institution has been forced to redefine its objectives and programs.

Session 2- Mary Gay D
Moderator: Michallene McDaniel, Gainesville State College
Terrorism within the Community Context

Dr. Rodger A. Bates - Clayton State University

Email: Rodgerbates@clayton.edu

Terrorism within the community context investigates and discusses the processes of terrorist recruitment within communities and societies. It focuses on the different types of terrorists, their motivations and the social and psychological factors which are correlated with the transformation of an individual from a community member to a community threat. This analysis invokes the perspectives of Durkheim, Sykes and Matza, Snow and others as the role of terrorist is identified, acquired and acted upon. Particular attention is directed to strategies and tactics of role acquisition and social support.
The Good, the Bad, and the Skeptical
Melvyn L. Fein, Kennesaw State University

 Email: mfein@kennesaw.edu

Morality is a contested phenomenon.  Deeply committed partisans have fought over its meaning for millennia.  Nevertheless, no enduring consensus has been reached.  Some thinkers, including social scientists, have sought a way out of this predicament by positing that no answer is possible.  Those here designated “moral nihilists” argue that morality is either unnecessary or impossible.  Arrayed into three groups that may be distinguished as either “good,” “bad,” or “skeptical,” they present a variety of reasons for purging morality from our thought categories.  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche, Abraham Maslow, Carl Rogers, John Dewey, and Michele Foucault may all be counted as within their ranks.  And yet, if morality is understood as a tripartite process in which people participate, their objections prove misleading.  Morality is real and continues to be a vital part of the human experience.  To contend otherwise is to embrace the prospect of anarchy.

Protestant Fundamentalism and Perceptions of Homelessness among Undergraduates: An Exploratory Quantitative Study

Jason Rodriguez, Kennesaw State University

Daniel Yanosky, Kennesaw State University

Email: jrodri30@students.kennesaw.edu

This study explores the relationship between Protestant fundamentalism and perception of homelessness among undergraduate students. Group-administered surveys were distributed in randomly selected classes at a university in the southern United States. Controls are provided for non-religious conservatism (economic conservatism, social traditionalism, political conservatism) and various demographic variables. Preliminary exploratory factor analysis models and ultimately a structural regression model were used to analyze the data.


Board of Regents Committee meeting - Mary Gay C

The BOR meeting is being held via teleconference. Those of us who are physically at the meeting will sit in Mary Gay C. Bring your cell phone. 
Journal Editorial Board Meeting- Mary Gay D

Student Reception: Please meet in Mary Gay D
*Please note: Due to recession environment, the GSA decided to save money by combining the traditional President’s Reception held on Thursday evening with the Special Event held on Friday evening.


8-9:00 Continental Breakfast/Book Fair in lobby

8:00-10:00
Registration 

Session 3 -Mary Gay C
Moderator: Mansa Bilal Mark King, Ph.D., Morehouse College
   
Shaping and Benefiting from the Knowledge Economy:  The Role of the “Crowd” in Constructing the Knowledge Ecosystem and Its Implications
Sam Abaidoo, Kennesaw State University

Email: sabaidoo@kennesaw.edu
Over the past four decades and since Drucker’s (1969) analysis of the "knowledge society" the term "knowledge economy" has become one of the common references for post-industrialism.  It has gotten a lot of traction to the extent that the World Bank now uses a Knowledge Economy Index (KEI) to measure and rank nations. A key instrument that shapes the structure and strength of the knowledge economy is information technology.  In this paper it is argued that the role of information technology in cultivating a knowledge ecosystem, a pillar of the knowledge economy, is challenging traditional notions about the production and dissemination of knowledge and innovation.  This requires the rethinking of some of these traditional notions


The Peasant Faculty Image of Limited Good Tenure: A comparison of peasant economic worldview with faculty perceptions in the present academic system.

Robert C. Lightfoot, Waycross College

Email:rlight@waycross.edu      


A comparison of faculty perceptions, economic systems and social justice with a similar model first described by Foster (1965) in Mayan society, emphasizing limited benefits and discouraging hope or individual achievement.
Inequality and Health in Georgia Counties
 Todd L. Matthews, University of West Georgia
 Andrea M. Brace, University of Georgia
Email: tmatthew@westga.edu                                       


This study analyzes the relationship between economic inequality and mortality and morbidity in the state of Georgia, utilizing newly released county-level data from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics and spatial analyses. Initial results reveal important regional and local patterns of difference in both mortality and morbidity rates that researchers and policymakers alike should consider when seeking to address health disparities in the state.
Session 4-Mary Gay D
Moderator: Jennifer McMahon-Howard, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University
Sustainable Communities for the Poor: The Impact of Low-Income Households Migrating to Metro Atlanta Counties OTP

Kevin Demmitt, Clayton State University

Email: kevindemmitt@clayton.edu

In 2009, the last of Atlanta’s housing projects was destroyed and the poor who had lived there using vouchers to live in communities outside the perimeter. The dispersion of low-income households throughout the metro Atlanta region was not well received by many of the residents of outlying counties who were fearful that their standard of living would be lowered. In this session, preliminary data on how this migration affected two south-metro counties will be presented and discussed. 

Hypothesis, Homology, and Heuristic: What the H?

Stan Crowder, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University
Email: scrowder@kennesaw.edu

This paper provides insight into areas of criminology that may be confusing to the

student. The paper provides not only definition and examples, the paper attempts to

clarify and simplify the application of hypothesis, homology, and heuristic in the efforts

of the forensic criminologist. The understanding and learning of these terms are critical,

timely, and applicable.
Session 5- Swanton
Moderator: Linda Treiber, Kennesaw State University
Bank Failures in Georgia

George K. Danns, Gainesville State College

Email: gdanns@gsc,edu

This paper will examine the phenomenon of bank failures in the state of Georgia. It will determine the causes of such failures and assess the social impacts on individuals, families and communities.


A Cultural Median
Rebbecca Studdard, Georgia Southwestern State University

Email: rstuddar@radar.gsw.edu

In correspondence with my research design, I will analyze the issue of bilingual Hispanic children who serve as the cultural and language median for parents that are not bilingual. This issue is worth investigating because of the substantial Hispanic population in the United States, which is projected to continue experiencing growth. My research design will closely analyze the effects of this social dynamic on an individual, familial, and community level.
Learning and Working Together: The Impact of Service Learning on Students and Community Partners”
Sarah L. Allred, Berry College

Email: sallred@berry.edu

This study examines the impact of course structure on student learning in the context of an immersion, service learning course held in a county jail.  The data are derived from surveys administered to participants (college students and people who were incarcerated) taking an Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program course (spring 2008, and 2010).   The survey, administered at the beginning and end of the semester, involved questions about the relative importance of three course elements (structure, content, or readings) on how much students learned about the course topic.  This assessment represents a departure from typical assessments of service learning courses, in part, because it involves feedback from the community partner (people who were incarcerated).



Main Plenary Swanton
Measuring Healthy Communities Using Data from the CDC
Keynote Speaker: 

Carol Pierannunzi, Ph.D.

This presentation will provide an overview of datasets available through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention which may be of use in sociological research. An overview of the types of data elements and research initiatives related to the Healthy People 2010 initiative are included. Examples of how to access datasets and information on proper weighting techniques are also included. Participants will be provided with examples of datasets and their potential use in sociological research.

 


Last tickets for Luncheon and Fernbank Museum Martini and Imax event may be purchased based on availability

GSA Awards and Business Lunch - Oakhurst


Session 6- Mary Gay C

Moderator: Michael Hodge, Morehouse College
 Homelessness, Incarceration, and Crime
Taylor E. Gupton, Berry College

Email: taylor.gupton@vikings.berry.edu

This study examines the cost of incarceration of homeless individuals and the proportion of the inmate population that is made up of the homeless, finding that proportion and consequently the cost, to be very small. Additionally, the mental health and demographic traits of the homeless who are arrested is compared to those who are non-homeless and arrested for the same crimes with the discovery that the homeless who are arrested are largely older African American males. The types of crimes committed by the homeless are found to consist almost entirely of misdemeanors. The sample was taken from records of a jail and consisted of individuals arrested during the first two weeks of November, 2009. Individuals who were known to be homeless and those who were arrested for misdemeanor “homeless” crimes were the focus of the study. Data were recorded at the time of an interview with the key informant in a single meeting.

Reframing the Biotechnology Debate: The Deconstructive Efforts of the

Council for Responsible Genetics

Tony Zschau, North Georgia College and State University

Email: tzschau@northgeorgia.edu

And Thomas E. Shriver, Oklahoma State University

Using a case study approach, we demonstrate the analytical utility of social movement theory for understanding the framing efforts of the anti-biotechnology movement.  We content-analyzed electronic and printed documents from the anti-biotech watchdog group, the Council of Responsible Genetics to identify the movement’s diagnostic and prognostic framing efforts.  Our findings suggest that while the organization blends frame extension and frame translation strategies it aims for a more radical frame transformation project. Moving the public debate away from overly technical and scientized frames toward issues of social utility and democracy, it tries to recast biotechnologies as a violation of individual and collective rights. Drawing from our findings we offer a number of suggestions for how future research can help further illuminate the interactive and discursive realities of modern technological developments.

Session 7- Mary Gay D

Panel Organizer and Moderator: Linda Treiber, Kennesaw State University
Email: ltreiber@kennesaw.edu

Panel:  Processes and Possibilities of Fulbright Scholarship
Panel members:
Dr. Ida Mukenge, Morehouse College

Dr. Donald Gregory, Reinhardt University

Dr. Trevor Harrison, University of Lethbridge (Alberta, Canada)

The goal of the session is to help sociologists gain insights into the processes and possibilities of Fulbright international educational exchange scholarships.   The session features a panel of Fulbright scholars who will discuss their personal experiences, research agendas, and relevant do’s and don’ts associated with their Fulbright studies abroad.  Moderator will discuss the types of Fulbright scholarship, qualifications and steps to apply.

Session 8- Swanton
Panel Organizer and Moderator: Jessica Ziembroski, Institute for Applied Environmental Analysis, Gainesville State College, Gainesville, GA

Panel: Beyond Numbers: Spatial Understanding of Social Phenomena, using GIS (Geographic Information Systems) for Conceiving, Conceptualizing, Illustrating and Teaching

Panel Members:

What Can You See? Exploring the Application of Geographical Information Systems as a Tool in Social Sciences

Crystal Guest

Visualizing Social Trends in the Population of Georgia's Counties That Affect Health Quality

Alejandro Schweldhelm

Visualizing the Social Impact of Texas Food Deserts

Brittany Bailey and Michelle Cash 

This (panel of one instructor and four students in a GIS program) presentation will illustrate possibilities in mapping space, place and environments with Geographical Information Systems (GIS) software. The presentation will show how GIS is being used for conceiving, conceptualizing, illustrating and teaching about social knowledge. GIS can visually show information and relationships that were once invisible or hard to imagine. This software application can create highly visible maps and illustrations from arcane and hard to interpret tabular data.  Using GIS in data compilation allows for more rapid assimilation and understanding of statistics and information and encourages expanded reflection and analysis.  This application can be instrumental in modeling existing data to perform analysis and envisioning more imaginative solutions to social problems.  

The presentation will show how GIS might be used in public works, cultural phenomena, economics, and scientific applications with a spatial component.  This presentation will show how an understanding of what GIS can do both broaden and challenge traditional ideas about space and social phenomena.  A brief overview of the procedures for developing a basic GIS application together with student created examples will be demonstrated.


 Coffee and drinks in lobby


Session 9 -Mary Gay C
Meet the Author session - Jackie Boles, Professor Emeritus, Georgia State University
Introduction: Miriam Boeri, Kennesaw State University
Life Upon the Wicked Stage
Show business, like other parts of the culture industry, has more candidates than jobs and zero job security.  Why then do so many choose "a life upon the wicked stage?"  Utilizing a random sample of 117 biographies of show people, I identify the predisposing conditions which lead some to initially choose and then finally commit to a life in showbiz.  I describe the processes by which performers develop an act, learn how to manage an audience, and learn the Business" of show business.  Finally, I look at the motive to entertain: "I guess I wanted people to pay attention to me; to love me (Eddie Fisher.)"


Session 10- Mary Gay D 
Student Research in Progress
Session Organizer and Moderator: Laurel Holland, University of West Georgia
  
The Latin American Threat: Power and Politics of Immigration from Latin America to U.S.

Tiffany A. Parsons, University of West Georgia

 Email: tparsons@westga.edu
From the inception of the United States of America, an external, ethnoracial threat has been a constant in the consciousness.  Which groups of persons from which parts of the world are considered the biggest threats to the state shifts, and often oscillates, over time.  Through state policy, and nonpolicied but certainly state sanctioned action, it is clear that the government defines, regulates, governs, and manages that which the government itself has invested with racial meaning and, therefore, is a threat.  This paper examines immigration as an institution for managing the Hispanic or Latin American threat.  I begin with a review of immigration policy from the very first immigration law in 1875 continuing through the point at which immigration from Latin American began to be regulated and end with today’s anti-Hispanic immigration sentiment and the ensuing technologies used to control it.  An analysis of policy and state sanctioned actions in light of economic opportunism, state formation, and state re-formation or evolution makes clear that the severity of the Hispanic threat and the apparatuses employed to regulate and manage it changes as the desires of the hegemony changes.

Quality of Care: Nursing Homes, Ownership, and Measures of Quality

Dixie Curley, University of West Georgia

Email: dcurley1@my.westga.edu
With the aging of the ‘Baby Boomer’ population, nursing home populations are estimated to rise from 1.5 to 3 million people by 2030. This projected increase has forced Americans and researchers to review the quality of care in nursing homes, especially the quality of care in comparison to facility ownership (non-profit, for-profit). Although studies have attributed positive and negative qualities with both ownership types, positive quality measures more often positively correlated to non-profit ownership. However, underlying issues pertaining to the methods used by state and federal oversight administrators denote the value of published data, thus reducing the applicability of previous research/literature.

The Business of Being Christian

Alana Berry, University of West Georgia

Email: aberry1980@comcast.com
This exploratory paper combines a literature review with the analysis of responses from several online discussions via an internet message board dedicated to the inquiry of religious topics. The combination was used in order to determine the outlook of Christian women on the evolution of American Christianity. What began as a catalyst for Capitalism in the United States has now become the total embodiment of consumer culture itself.  This article will show how the rationalization of the prosperity gospel has led to a post-modern Christianity where religion is a consumer good to be bought and sold on the commodities market.  Once religion has become a full-fledged consumer product, the capitalism of everything may be complete. 
Police Response to Same Sex Domestic Violence on College Campuses

Sarah Bozeman Rhine, University of West Georgia

Dr. Pamela Hunt, University of West Georgia

Email: sbozema1@my.westga.edu

I investigate whether meanings for authority role identities are distinct for those individuals who have experienced negative reactions (vs. positive reactions) from police in response to a domestic altercation.  Specifically, I explore the relationship between type of experience, sexual orientation, and the affective meaning of authority role identities.  I present a review of the literature, my research proposal, and my hypotheses in this presentation.

Session 11- Swanton
Breaching Experiments: Reports By Undergraduate Students and a Discussion as a Teaching Method.  
Moderator and Session Organizer: Donald Gregory, Reinhardt University

Email: dg

HYPERLINK "mailto:dg2@Reinhrdt.edu"2@

HYPERLINK "mailto:dg2@Reinhrdt.edu"Reinhardt

HYPERLINK "mailto:dg2@Reinhrdt.edu".

HYPERLINK "mailto:dg2@Reinhrdt.edu"edu
True Kindness - Being a Restroom Attendant In a University Woman's Restroom.
Marie Dance, Reinhardt University

Refill Anyone? Serving Refills in a University Cafeteria.
Jamesia Echols, Reinhardt University
 
Community Showers:  Why Don't American Men Shower With Each Other?

Matthew Rowlls, Reinhardt University

Personal: Taking Pictures of People's Feet Rather Than Their Face.

Jaclyn Watlington, Reinhardt University


Session 12 -Mary Gay C 
Social Problems: A Global Perspective

Session Organizer and Moderator:  Purna Mohanty, Paine College
Email: pmohanty@paine.edu

Family Friendly Work-Life Policies at Georgia’s private HBCUs

Melensia Johnson, PhD, Paine College

Email:mjohnson@paine.edu

This project explores the availability of family friendly work-life policies at five Georgia four year private HBCUs. Family friendly work-life policies include flexible leave policies, flexible work options, and dual career assistance policies. The availability of these policies contributes to a healthy balance between work and life for administration, faculty, and staff in the educational institution.

Impact of Global Demographic Change on Aging

Philip Thomas, Paine College

Email: pthomas@paine.edu

The global population has undergone extraordinary change since the 1800's. Recently the world population has increased to over six billion and is projected to be over nine billion by the middle of this century. Life expectancy and low fertility levels are expected to create a rapid population aging in many countries. This may have serious consequences for the living standards around the world especially in the area of pension and health care for the elderly in the developing countries. These issues are examined in detail.

The Role of Nationality in the Construction of the Hacker
Stephen Hagan, Paine College
Email: shagan@paine.edu


This study undertakes exploratory research of the role that nationality plays in constructions of computer hacking.
Session 13 - Mary Gay D

Moderator: Anne Borden, Morehouse College
Gender and Protestantism in West Georgia

Alana M. Berry, University of West Georgia

Email: amb1980@mindspring.com

In this comparison study of two different paradigms of Christian thought, I examine how liberal churches view gender and other themes such as service, love, money and community compared to fundamentalist denominations. This examination utilized several methods including a structured interview through email, two content analyses, the observation of both a liberal and fundamentalist Christian church setting, a book review, and general observations made through participation in an online discussion forum dedicated to religious topics.

Community Attachment Revisited: A Community Field Approach

Daniel R. Sundblad, Berry College

Email: dsundblad@berry.edu

The community field perspective is examined as a complement to the linear development and systemic models of place attachment, wherein place attachment is defined as a social bond to the community of place.  Indicators of interaction with the social field are empirically evaluated from 99 communities in 1994 and 2004 and for the percent change in these variables 1994-2004.  Results indicate that the community field perspective can complement previous approaches by revealing the importance of friendship density and perceived neighboring and the persistence of perceived neighboring over time.

Incoming Freshmen: What the F*** Are They Thinking?

Paul D. Shapiro, Georgia Southwestern State University

Email: Shapiro@canes.gsw.edu
This paper deconstructs the inaugural 2009 GSW Student/Faculty Gap Analysis.  This data will allow the faculty, staff, and administration to better understand our incoming students.  This information will also allow the incoming students to better understand our faculty. We believe having a mutual understanding of student and faculty expectations, attitudes, beliefs, and opinions, will make everyone’s experience(s) at GSW as successful as possible.  The presentation will cover the project’s background, methodology, analysis, key findings, and possible implications.

Session 14- Swanton

Panel Organizer and Moderator: Miriam Boeri, Kennesaw State University

Email: mboeri@kennesaw.edu

Panel: Rehabilitation or Religious Reeducation? The Intersections of Therapeutic Communities, Synanon, and Narconon 

Panel Members:

Karen Pressley, Kennesaw State University
Rebecca Smith
Ann Lowe

Since the 1960s, the drug rehabilitation industry proliferated as the punitive focus on drug users increased. Deceptive therapeutic community models and rehab centers emerged.  From Synanon, which closed its doors when tax exempt status was revoked, to Scientology’s  Narconon today, controversy regarding their methods continues. With a focus on Narconon, our panel of experts discusses the use of these programs to recruit drug users into cultic groups that exploit addicts for their own profit and manipulate the hopes of unsuspecting relatives.

Paper: Not In My Back Yard:  Cults, Communities, and Concerns

Karen Pressley, Kennesaw State University, graduate student, MAPW

Email: gkpressley@att.net
Why would a community consider its health or safety threatened if a cult moves into town? Who should bear the burden for religious tolerance and freedom of religion? This paper examines the NIMBY syndrome (“not in my backyard”) relevant to cultic groups. Drawing from my 16 years of experience as a former member and staff at the Church of Scientology senior management level, and subsequent expert consultant on Scientology, I examine my work with community members on how to address Scientology’s infiltration into their communities. This study looks at data from consultations across the southeastern U.S., particularly across Georgia, between 2002 - 2010. I combine Noelle-Neumann’s communication theory, the Spiral of Silence, with Ludwig Feurbach’s anthropological principle and Durkheim’s views about religion to examine the concept of a safe community within the context of religious diversity in a contemporary social environment. Findings suggest that supp ort for religious freedom is contradicted by opposition to cultic groups as risk-generating influences. A growing fear of cults equated with terrorism, mass suicides, brainwashing, and exploitation of followers is expressed through a rising form of anti-social activism in communities against groups perceived as cults.

·  This session will be filmed – if you choose to attend this session but do not want to be filmed, be sure to let filmmaker know. 
 
Fernbank Museum of Natural History Martini & Imax ® “ Fright Night” 

Shuttle service to Fernbank begins at 6:15. Meet in Main Entry of Hotel - Shuttle times will be posted at the desk. Shuttles back to the hotel will be provided, as well.                                                    
Ticket includes entrance to Museum, live music, and creative cuisine beneath the world’ s largest dinosaurs, with Rowdy Ragtime Jazz with some Dixieland stomp and a Cabaret twist by “ Blair Crimmins and The Hookers”.

This is a Halloween Event so come dressed as you are or dressed to scare

$20 (buffet food included; drinks purchased at cash bar)

$5 for IMAX movie (optional) see flier at desk for list of movies showing

Requires pre-paid ticket or buy ticket at registration desk


Coffee in the Lobby
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Hans Mauksch Teaching Workshop: Effectively Teaching the Three Theoretical Perspectives to Introductory Sociology Students
Organizer and Moderator: Michallene McDaniel, Gainesville 
Email: mmcdaniel@gsc.edu.

Session 16 - Mary Gay D

Moderator: Michael Hodge, Morehouse College
Race Discrimination in Employment, Georgia Open Records and Judicial Malfeasance

Richard L. Hudson, Ph.D., Waycross College

Email: hudrl@netzero.com

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Executive Order 11246  established regulations requiring that federal, state and municipal employers must maintain affirmative action compliance reports on the hiring of African American and other protected group members. Data obtained pursuant to Georgia Open Record Act indicted that serious and pervasive discrimination practices against African Americans in several state technical colleges in Georgia. Presentation discusses Superior Court’s  decision to deny access to affirmative action compliance report of local technical college.

 
Race, Sex, and Students’ Perceptions of the Effectiveness of DARE and Zero Tolerance

Sungeun Bae, Emory University

Email: sbae6@emory.edu

This paper reports on a quantitative analysis testing for race and sex differences in the perceived effectiveness of DARE programs and zero tolerance policies. ANOVA and T-Tests were used to predict students’ ratings. Consistent with other studies, females rated DARE higher than males. Inconsistent with expectations, females rated school zero-tolerance policies higher and blacks rated DARE higher than whites. This study demonstrates that perceptions regarding criminal justice issues are not uniform within races or genders.

Racialized Social Relations: From Isolation to Inclusion

Atesha Matthews, Kennesaw State University Undergraduate

Email: atesha714@yahoo.com

This paper will focus on racial attitudes among blacks and whites and how their unequal status-relationships interfere with social cohesion. The solutions presented in this paper will be based on social process and interaction perspectives.


Session 17- Mary Gay C- Students of Social Ethnography
Moderator: David Broad, North Georgia College and State University

Old Timey Music as Community in North Georgia

Kyle Jarrard, North Georgia College and State University

Email: wkjarr1061@northgeorgia.edu

The author is himself an accomplished banjo player and has attended the gathering that is the focus of this presentation many times.  This presentation will focus on how participation in the gathering shapes social roles, creates social space and contributes to the reproduction of the traditional culture of southern Appalachia.

Photography as a Vehicle for Cross-Cultural Experience

Ariadne Watson, University of West Georgia
Email:  awatson9@my.westga.edu  
Five weeks in Paris with a camera and the sociological lens.  Students in the USG Study Abroad program in Paris in 2010 "put words and images together" as part of the course Sociology of Photography.  Students of sociology will see many of the words we use as sociological concepts come to life in the images in this presentation.

Media Representations of Female Body Image

Alisha Brookshire, North Georgia College and State University

Email: adbroo0944@northgeorgia.edu

An examination of how mass media as an agency of the nexus of patriarchy and capitalism represent and idealize certain body images for women.  The sociological tripod will be a perspective utilized in this presentation.
An Ethnographic Participant Observation of Community Theater.

David Broad, North Georgia College and State University

Email: dbbroad@northgeorgia.edu

The author describes an ethnographic immersion in his local community theater.  From auditions to the run of the show, this paper highlights the functionality and symbolic vibrancy of the community in community theater.


Session 18- Mary Gay D

Moderator: Miriam Boeri, Kennesaw State University
Is the Criminal Justice System the Answer to Domestic Violence?

Anne Baird. Morehouse College

Email: abaird@morehouse.edu

The Anti-Violence against Women Acts of 1994 and subsequent years have led to more uniform state policies on domestic violence, and increasingly allow or require police, the courts, and treatment agencies to enter the private domestic domain.  Mandatory arrest laws, refusal by prosecutors to drop cases, and, and court supervision of domestic partners and family members are all held up as strategies to prevent violence and protect victims.  I argue that by failing to distinguish among circumstances of partner violence, such policies ineffectually widen the net of the criminal justice system and, importantly, may have unintended detrimental effects on the people they are most designed to help. Including the legitimacy of the lived experiences of people involved in domestic violence can provide constructive insights into how to intervene.

Lack of Intentionality in Older Drug Abusers, and the Social Potential for its Invention

Craig Rafuse, Kennesaw State University

Email: craig.deerfoot.rafuse@gmail.com

Drawing from a sample of older drug abusers we examine how impaired identity due to disturbed relationships with primary caregivers in childhood led to use of drugs to reduce anxiety and gain social acceptance. Chronic use resulted in increased anxiety and social isolation. Findings show that treatment for addiction worked best when the individual seeking recovery forged secure attachments to significant others who had unconditional commitment to help them foster an emerging intentional identity.


 The Relocalization Movement: strategies for building sustainable communities
Jamie MacLennan, Georgia Southwestern State University
Email: jmac@gsw.edu

In response to various concerns, including rampant globalization, individuals and groups have started getting together to “relocalize” their communities.  The underlying motives and sociological implications of this movement are the focus of this investigation.  The research design consists of a content analysis of the literature of relocalization organizations and several books on the subject.  It is hoped that this research will facilitate an understanding of the factors associated with building sustainable communities.
Methamphetamines: A Former Abuser’s Crusade

Amanda L. Brock, Kennesaw State University

Email: abrock14@students.kennesaw.edu

This presentation will provide an overview of the destruction that methamphetamine causes to the body. Additionally the ingredients and cook methods will be discussed. Finally the way abusers use the drug and how much the drug cost and where an abuser can go to get help.


Session 19 - Mary Gay C

Moderator:  TBA
Venting is a regular camp activity: Managing Emotional Labor

Elizabeth Wood, Georgia SouthWestern State University

Email: ewood1@radar.gsw.edu

Focusing on the emotional labor required to work at an elite all-girls residential summer camp, this paper will examine the values, norms, and socialization process camp counselors undergo prior to the start of the season.  Strategies for the staff to manage the stress and extensive administrative demands are described.  The senses of entitlement and narcissism of the campers, ages eight through fifteen, will also be discussed.

What's the Fracking Problem?

Darcey McCampbell, University of West Georgia

Email: dmccamp1@my.westga.edu

This paper examines the use of hydraulic fracturing, a process used to access natural gas thousands of feet below the earth’s surface.  This process involves injecting a combination of water, sand, and chemicals at high pressures, and results in environmental degradation.  An Ecological Marxist approach will be utilized to explore the ecological and economic implications of this process.


Parental Junctures of Communication in Progressive Education

Andrew Baird, University of West Georgia

Email: abaird1@westga.edu

Based on research that takes the form of an institutional ethnography and examines communication between parents and educators at a holistic/progressive K-12 school in Orlando, FL. This research explores the institutional relations that occurred at the school from 1996-2001 by using textual analysis and interview data.

Differential Discrimination: High-Class Tattoos

Brenna McCune, Kennesaw State Alpha Kappa Delta

Email: brenna.mccune@yahoo.com

I plan to look at any possible relationships or correlations between tattoo type (size, location, quality, cost, etc) and discrimination based on that type.  I want to see if tattoos are perpetuating inequality within the tattooed population based on socioeconomic status and/or income level.

Session 20 -Mary Gay D

Panel - Islam and Sociology: The political and the personal

Panel Organizer and Moderator: Mansa Bilal Mark King, Ph.D. , Morehouse College

Email: mking@morehouse.edu
Panelists:

Salah Abdul-Razacq teaches Health & Physical Education at Sutton Middle School in Atlanta Public Schools. He memorized the Qur'an as a teenager. He holds a B.S.Ed. in Health & Physical Education and a B.S. in Exercise Science from Georgia State University. He is a certified personal and fitness trainer and an accomplished martial artist. He is married to Zaynab Ansari Abdul-Razacq and is the proud father of three. 

 

Mansour Ansari is the proprietor of Crescent Books and an acquisition specialist dealing in antique, handwoven Oriental carpets. He graduated from Syracuse University with a B.A. in English & Journalism. He has over three decades of experience in American Muslim activism and was witness to some of the formative years of American Muslim history. He is married to Kafi N. Ansari and is the proud father of two and grandfather of four.


Shyam Abdus-Salaam (formerly Shyam K. Sriram) - doctoral student in Criminal Justice and Criminology at Georgia State University, Assistant Professor in the Department of Business and Social Sciences at Georgia Perimeter College, and coordinator of the Muslim Men Against Domestic Violence Initiative in Atlanta.

Zaynab Ansari Abdul-Razacq  - Alumnus of Georgia State University (B.S. in History and Middle Eastern Studies), instructor for SunniPath.com and consultant for SeekersGuidance.com (online Islamic educational organizations), speaker for the Islamic Speakers Bureau of Atlanta, and proud mother of three.

Isatou Badjie or Ridwaana Allen - current student at Spelman College.
 
This session will feature a panel of American Muslim leaders, intellectuals, and students who will share their views and take us beyond popular and academic stereotypes. To this end, the rich texture of America’s Muslim population will drive panelist invitations. Specific examples include feminist Muslims who are men, Muslims of unusual mixed-heritage, Latino Muslims, and formally-educated Muslim women. The panel will be asked to discuss their experiences at the intersections of America’s religious, ethnic, racial, class, and gender stratification systems – which are inherently political. To facilitate the session’s ability to address Georgia Sociologists main interests, the GSA membership body is invited to submit questions ahead of time.

     The goal of this session is to help Georgia Sociologists gain insights that can enhance teaching, learning, research, and community service activities (both within and beyond academia). Among others, courses like Introduction to Sociology, Racial and Ethnic Relations, and The Family often have segments on Muslim people. In my experience, our textbooks often provide an impoverished treatment of the topic, or one primarily informed by secularist and humanist political agendas. Yet, if faculty have better understandings of how Muslims live their faith, and balance their Muslim identities with other identities, we can transcend the limitations of our textbooks (if not write better ones). Research might be enhanced by revealing previously ignored indicators of religiosity, highlighting internal Muslim diversity, and moving beyond notions of religious culture determinism. Enhanced service within academia can help make our institutions more welcoming to people of all faith traditions.  Service in the community might help to counter demonization and marginalization, facilitate Muslim engagement in constructive participatory politics, and enhance community-building efforts.


Executive Committee meeting and lunch
Presidents of Georgia Sociological Association



John T. Doby


1964-65



Tilman C. Cothran

1965-66



Raymond Payne

1966-67



Dorothy Pitman

1967-68



John A. Tumblin, Jr.

1968-69



Homer C. Cooper

1969-70



Barbara Payne Stancil

1970-71



Alpha M. Bond, Jr.

1971-72



Eugene G. Sherman, Jr.
1972-73



John Drenan Kelley

1973-74



Fred R. Crawford

1974-75



Marguerite Woodruff

1975-76



Charlene R. Black

1976-77



John M. Smith, Jr.

1977-78



Anna A. Grant


1978-79



Norma Seerley

1979-80



Larry A. Platt


1980-81



Richard M. Levinson

1981-82



Louie A. Brown

1982-83



Frederick L. Bates

1983-84



Jacqueline Boles

1984-85



Charles J. Karcher

1985-86



Albeno P. Garbin

1986-87



Ruby C. Lewis

1987-88



Charles Jaret


1988-89



Barbara Karcher

1989-90



Robert Agnew


1990-91



Chet Ballard


1991-92



Hugh D. Spitler

1992-93



Robert Johnston

1993-94



G. Roger Branch

1994-95



Albert E. McCormick, Jr.
1995-96



Jay Strickland


1996-97



Fred Zampa


1997-98



Linda August


1998-99



Lana Wachniak

1999-00



Leona Kanter


2000-01



Mel Fein


2001-02



Sam Abaidoo


2002-03



Robert Johnston

2003-04



Ned Rinalducci

2004-05



Michelle McCormick

2005-06



Kevin Demmitt

2006-07



Laurel Holland

2007-08



Michael Hodge

2008-09



Miriam Boeri


2009-10



Donald Gregory

2010-2011
               
Sociologist of the Year Award Winners



Peggy Herrman

2001-02



Robert Agnew


2002-03



Jacqueline Boles

2003-04



No Record


2004-05



Catherine Meeks

2005-06



Barbara Karcher 

2006-07



Sandra Stone


2007-08



Charlie Jaret


2008-09



Claire Sterk


2009-2010

Meritorious Service Award Winners
1985          Drennan Kelley, Dorothy Pitman, Marguerite Woodruff, and JohnDoby
1986          No presentation

1987          Anna Grant

1988          Imogene Dean

1989          Abbott Ferris

1990          Homer C. Cooper and Hans Mauksch

1991          Albeno Garbin and Ruby C. Lewis

1992          Charlene Black, Barbara Karcher, and Charles Karcher

1993          Jacqueline Boles and Marian Glustrom

1994          Wilfred Bailey and Chet Ballard

1995          Ernestine Thompson and Robert Johnston

1996          No presentation

1997          Sandra Stone

1998          No record
1999          Roger Branch

2000          Al McCormick 

2001          No record
2002          Jay Hughes ( Strickland)

2003          No record
2004          No record
2005          Melvyn L. Fein
2006          No record
2007          No record
2008          Donald Gregory and Ned Rinalducci

2009
     Michelle McCormick

Notes 
Thursday 2:00 pm





Thursday 3:00 pm





Thursday 4:00-5:15 pm Sessions 1& 2 





Thursday 5:30 pm





Thursday 7:00 pm





Friday 8:00 am





Friday 9:00 am Sessions 3, 4 & 5





Friday 10:15- 10:40  am Coffee break in lobby





Friday 10:45-11:45 GSA Plenary





Friday 11:30 – 12:00 Registration





Friday 12:00-1:15 pm                                                       





Friday 1:30-2:45 Sessions 6, 7 & 8





Friday 2:45-3:00





Friday 3:00-4:15 pm Sessions 9, 10 & 11





Friday 4:30-5:45 Sessions 12, 13 & 14





Friday 6:15 -11:00 pm Fernbank 





Saturday 8:00 am





Saturday 8:15-9:30 Sessions 15 & 16





Saturday 9:45-11:00 am Sessions 17 & 18





Saturday 11:15-12:30 pm Sessions 19 & 20





Saturday 1:00 pm
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